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FROM THE FIELD: shelter

MEET BLANDINA &=

Blandina Joseph endured Hurricane Maria for eight hours in her uncle’s house in the district of
La Plaine on Dominica. The both of them huddled in the bathroom for the little protection that it
offered.

When she returned to her house everything was gone. She slept for two nights in her local
church before being offered temporary shelter in a friend’'s home. Far from an ideal situation,
and with her privacy gone Blandina was desperate to return home.

In 2018, Blandina was provided a ShelterBox relief tent, which enabled her to leave the cramped
conditions of her friends small home. She was able to stay in the tent on the site of her
demolished home, whist materials were sought and a new structure built. She was also able to
continue work on her extensive garden, next to where her tent was pitched. The garden provides
a source of food and income for her - which was particularly important for her, given that work
would not have been able to continue due to the location of her temporary accommodation.

"These lovely people from ShelterBox came and set up a tent for me which | was so happy about. |
love the tent so much as it allowed me to return home, and to my work on my vegetable patch
with my tomatoes and cabbage. It helped me to be able to build my new home whilst | stayed in
the tent. | am very thankful and happy for this".

One month after returning home, Blandina already had a new structure on her old plot, and her
garden was doing well.

Head to shelterbox.org.nz to learn more.



http://www.shelterbox.org.nz/
https://www.shelterbox.org.nz/rotary-toolkit-blandina/
https://www.shelterbox.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Building-Peace-One-Family-At-A-Time-ShelterBox-NZ-February-2021-Rotary-Update.pdf

